
I. PROGRAM OVERVIEW AND GENERAL INFORMATION  

Areas of Study. The School of Sustainable Engineering & The Built Environment (SSEBE) at Arizona 

State University (ASU) offers opportunities for graduate study with specialization in Civil Environmental 

and Sustainable Engineering (CESE), Construction Engineering (CNE), and Construction Management 

(CON). The CESE program consists of specialty areas including Construction Engineering (PhD only), 

Environmental Engineering, Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering, Hydrosystems 

Engineering, Structural and Materials Engineering, Sustainable Engineering, and Transportation 

Engineering. SSEBE also offers an MS program in Data Science, Analytics and Engineering (DSAE), 

more details for which can be found in https://dsae.engineering.asu.edu/. Graduate studies in CESE 

may lead to Master of Science (MS) – thesis or non-thesis options , or Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

degrees. Please see the Degree Programs tab at https://ssebe.engineering.asu.edu/ for more details.  

All programs in SSEBE emphasize technical fundamentals, communication skills, and professionalism. 

The MS degree programs prepare students for doctoral study or positions in industry. The doctoral 

programs emphasize original research and provide students with a strong background for employment 

by academic institutions, national laboratories, and industry. The innovative nature of the CESE PhD 

research programs have also led to the establishment of start-up companies. 

General Information. Information including admission, residency, and degree requirements of the 

Graduate College can be found on the Graduate College web site (www.graduate.asu.edu), or in the 

most recent ASU Graduate Catalog (http://www.asu.edu/catalog/). These requirements apply in their 

entirety to the graduate programs in SSEBE. The policies and guidelines contained herein will 

supplement the material presented in the most recent ASU Graduate Policies and Procedures. 

New Students. All newly admitted CESE students should schedule an appointment with a graduate 

advisor in the SSEBE Advising Offices for curricular information, registration, and assistance in 

obtaining a faculty advisor (for MS students). 

Student Responsibility. Graduate students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with all 

university and graduate policies and procedures. It is a requirement for all CESE students to read and 

understand the CESE Graduate Handbook and the Graduate Catalog. The faculty and staff provide 

academic advice and assistance; however, the ultimate responsibility for meeting degree and other 

requirements remains with the student. All ASU students are also required to have an active ASU E-

mail account that they check frequently. Information is provided to students via MyASU. Students 

should frequently check their MyASU account for the most up-to-date information regarding their 

status, holds, tasks that must be completed and other important information. 

Academic Integrity. The highest standards of academic integrity and compliance with the university’s 

Student Code of Conduct are expected of all graduate students in academic coursework and research 

activities. The failure of any graduate student to uphold these standards may result in serious 

consequences including suspension or expulsion from the university and/or other sanctions as 

specified in the academic integrity policies of the Fulton Schools of Engineering. Violations of academic 

integrity include, but are not limited to: cheating, fabrication of data, tampering, plagiarism, or aiding 

and/or facilitating such activities. At the graduate level, it is expected that students are familiar with 

these issues and that students assume personal responsibility in their work. . It is in all students' 

interest to avoid committing acts of academic dishonesty and to discourage others from committing 

such acts. Students should consult their instructor and their faculty advisor to seek clarification on 

what constitutes ethical behavior in and out of the classroom including research-related activity. There 

are penalties including dismissal from the graduate program for unethical behavior. Further 

information can be found here: 

https://provost.asu.edu/academic-integrity  

https://eoss.asu.edu/dos/srr/codeofconduct  

https://graduate.asu.edu/academic-integrity  
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http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/usi/usi104-01.html  

https://students.engineering.asu.edu/policies/academic-integrity/ 

 

II ADMISSION POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS 

For general admission information and procedures, refer to the ASU Graduate Admissions website.  

Prior to submitting an application to the Graduate College, applicants should review information 

regarding the graduate program and academic unit application requirements and deadlines (see 

below). 

GPA requirements for admission: A minimum grade point average of 3.00 (scale is 4.00 = “A”) in the 

last 60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of undergraduate coursework is required to be considered 

for admission to CESE graduate degree program. 

English Proficiency: An applicant whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency 

in the English language. Please refer to the English Proficiency for International Graduate Students 

webpage for available options to fulfill the requirement: 

https://admission.asu.edu/apply/international/graduate/english-proficiency. 

GRE: GRE is not required for applicants seeking admission to the MS programs in CESE. Applicants for 

the PhD program are required to submit GRE scores.  

Application Deadlines: For MS applications the fall semester priority deadline is March 1. and for the 

spring semester the priority deadline is October 1. For PhD applications the fall semester priority 

deadline is January 1 and for the spring semester the priority deadline is July 1.  A priority deadline 

means that applications submitted and completed before the priority deadlines will receive priority 

consideration. Applications submitted after the deadlines will be reviewed in the order in which they 

are received and accommodated on a space available basis. An application is complete after all 

materials are received by Graduate Admissions and sent to the school for review. 

General Admission Criteria: Applicants who attended school in the United States must hold a 

bachelor’s degree or higher from a regionally accredited U.S. institution in order to be eligible for 

admission. Applicants are required to provide proof that a bachelor’s or graduate degree was awarded 

before completion of their first semester of graduate studies at ASU. Applicants who attended school 

outside of the U.S. must hold a bachelor’s or graduate degree, or equivalent, from an institution that 

is officially recognized by that country. If original credentials are issued in a language other than 

English, applicants must provide the original language transcripts as well as an official and literal 

translation. Applicants are required to provide proof that a bachelor’s or graduate degree was awarded 

before completion of their second semester of graduate studies at ASU. 

Graduate College Admissions Classifications. The CESE Program follows the Admissions 

Classifications as outlined by the Graduate College in the Graduate Catalog.  

Regular Admission: Applicants who fulfill all requirements for admission and are academically 

acceptable to both the academic unit and the Graduate College are granted regular admission.  

Regular Admission with Deficiencies: A student whose grades and test scores are at an acceptable 

level but who does not have the undergraduate background expected by the academic unit and the 

university may be required to complete specific courses to remedy deficiencies. Deficiency courses 

must be completed before the student is awarded a graduate degree. Deficiency courses may not be 

applied toward the minimum hours required for the degree program. 

Provisional Admission: A student who does not meet minimum academic standards but has 

counterbalancing evidence to suggest the potential for success may be admitted on a provisional 

basis. Provisional admission provides an academic unit with more evidence on which to base its 

admission decision. Normally the academic unit reviews the student’s status following completion of 
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their first semester of approved graduate study. At that time, the academic unit recommends to the 

Graduate College a change in status to either regular admission or withdrawal from the program. When 

students have completed their provisional requirements, they should check with their advisors to make 

sure that the change of status has been recommended. A provisional student may also be assigned 

deficiency courses. 

 

III CESE GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

Administration: The CESE Program Chair is responsible for the general supervision of the graduate 

program. The graduate academic advisor assists the CESE Program Chair, the specialty area 

coordinators and the faculty in managing the graduate program. Please visit this webpage to know 

more about the specialty areas, coordinators, and faculty in CESE.  

Graduate Degree Programs: CESE offers courses leading to the Master of Science (MS) and or Doctor 

of Philosophy (PhD) degrees in Civil, Environmental, and Sustainable Engineering. General 

requirements for the degrees are stated in the current ASU Graduate Catalog. The MS degree requires 

a thesis or a non-thesis option. Later sections of this handbook discuss specific degree requirements. 

Courses: All graduate courses offered by CESE are included in the current ASU Graduate Catalog. The 

courses are generally denoted by the prefix CEE. Courses listed in the schedule may be supplemented 

in any given semester by special courses according to demand and availability of instructors. Course 

requirements for degree programs are detailed in later sections. 

Interactive Plan of Study (iPOS): The Interactive Plan of Study (iPOS) functions as an agreement 

between the student, the academic unit and the Graduate College. The iPOS contains certain 

requirements such as coursework, a committee and a culminating experience which must be included 

before it can be approved. The academic unit’s graduate advising staff should be the primary contact 

for questions regarding iPOS, degree and certificate requirements. The iPOS must be approved by the 

student’s faculty advisor, the academic unit, and the Graduate College. 

Registering for Classes: Until an established Interactive Plan of Study (iPOS) is on file, students must 

receive approval from the corresponding specialty area coordinators or Program Chair for enrolling in 

courses they wish to take in each semester. The student, in consultation with their faculty advisor or 

specialty area coordinator, should prepare the list of courses for inclusion in the iPOS. Upon receiving 

the approval, the graduate academic advisor can provide permissions to enroll in necessary courses 

should the student require any permissions. These permissions (also called “overrides” can be 

requested by emailing the graduate academic advisor. 

Coursework: Graduate-level courses are those numbered 500 or higher. All core courses required by 

a graduate program must be at least 500-level. A maximum of 6 credit hours of 400-level coursework 

can be included on a MS iPOS with program approval. 400-level courses taken prior to admission and 

400-level courses graded as “Pass/Fail” are not acceptable. Courses with grades of “D”, “E”, or “W” 

and audited courses (graded as “X”) cannot be included on an iPOS. Courses applied to a previously 

awarded degree cannot be included on an iPOS.  400 level coursework cannot be included on a PhD 

iPOS. 

Any course with a grade of Incomplete (“I”) must be completed within one calendar year of the end of 

the scheduled course. If a regular grade is not assigned within the calendar year, the “I” becomes 

permanent. The student will have to re-register and pay fees to repeat the course for credit. 

An audited course does not count toward the minimum number of credits required for international 

students with visa restrictions, students employed as TA/RAs, or students receiving financial 

assistance. Courses taken for audit do not satisfy the Graduate College continuous enrollment policy. 

Undergraduate courses not included on the iPOS do not satisfy the Graduate College continuous 

enrollment policy.  
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Master’s degree students whose culminating experience is a thesis must include 6 (and only 6) credit 

hours of 599 Thesis credits on the iPOS. Doctoral students whose culminating experience is a 

dissertation must include 12 (and only 12) credit hours of 799 Dissertation credits on the iPOS. Thesis 

and Dissertation credit hours may only receive grades of “Z” (research is in progress), or “Y” (research 

is satisfactorily complete). Doctoral students may apply up to 30 credit hours of appropriate 

coursework from a previously awarded master’s degree toward their doctoral plan of study with 

approval of their academic unit and the Graduate College. 

Repeating ASU Courses: Graduate students (degree or non-degree) may retake any course at ASU; 

however, all grades are part of the students’ permanent academic record, remain on the transcript 

and are used in all GPA calculations. 

Non-Degree Students: Individuals interested in taking a graduate CESE course(s) should apply for 

admission as a Graduate Non-degree seeking student. Non-degree students can transfer at most 

twelve credit hours of graduate courses completed prior to being admitted to a graduate program. The 

CESE Program Chair may approve up to twelve credit hours of coursework, taken while enrolled as a 

non-degree seeking graduate student at ASU, towards a graduate degree program*. SSEBE requires 

non-degree graduate students to apply to the graduate program before they register for their thirteenth 

credit of non-degree course work. 

*Any coursework not completed within a 3-year time frame prior to the admit term with a letter grade 

of “B” or better will not be eligible for preadmission credit. 

 

IV CESE SPECIALTY AREAS 

The CESE program consists of specialty areas including Environmental Engineering, Geotechnical and 

Geoenvironmental Engineering, Hydrosystems Engineering, Structural and Materials Engineering, 

Sustainable Engineering, and Transportation Engineering. Please visit our Faculty by Discipline link to 

know more about the research activities of individual faculty in all the specialty areas.  

 

V MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM 

Admission: Admission recommendations are made by the Specialty Area Coordinators (SACs) and are 

based on the applicant’s past performance, educational interests, as well as the school’s potential 

capability to satisfy the student’s academic and research requirements. If a student meets the criteria 

above, but does not have an undergraduate degree in Environmental Engineering, Civil Engineering, 

or related engineering discipline, the student will be admitted “Regular Admission with Deficiencies” 

and will be required to take appropriate undergraduate courses to establish a knowledge base in the 

discipline. The required deficiency courses as well as the course requirements for MS degrees in CESE 

can be found in the documents associated with each specialty area, provided in found here.  

Deficiency courses must be taken for a letter grade. Deficiency course credit hours can count toward 

enrollment requirements (e.g., 9 credit hours for full-time status, 12 credit hours for Gradate Teaching 

Assistant or Graduate Research Assistant position) but are not included on the iPOS. A cumulative GPA 

of 3.0 or higher is required in all courses taken as deficiency and required courses for the graduate 

program. A student is placed on academic probation and given the following semester (9 credit hours) 

to raise their cumulative GPA to 3.0 or higher. A student can be recommended for dismissal from the 

program if they are not successful in raising their GPA to 3.0 after spending one semester on academic 

probation.  

A student who marginally meets the admission standards or who has more than 6 credit hours of 

deficiencies may be recommended for Provisional Admission. All requirements specified in the 
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Provisional Admission must be met and the student’s status officially changed to Regular Admission 

status prior to completion of a graduate Interactive Program of Study (iPOS).  

Continuous Enrollment in a Master’s Degree Program: Once admitted to a graduate degree program, 

master's students must be registered for a minimum of one graduate level credit hour (not audit) 

during all phases of their graduate education. If the program of study is interrupted for one semester, 

the student must apply for a leave of absence, not to exceed two semesters. A formal petition must be 

completed and approved by the student’s committee chair (or CESE Graduate Program Chair) and the 

Graduate College before the leave takes place. This request must be filed and approved before the 

anticipated semester the student will be absent. This petition is filed through the iPOS. A student who 

interrupts a program without obtaining leave status will be withdrawn automatically from the Graduate 

College. A student who is withdrawn from the Graduate College for this reason must reapply for 

admission.  

Supervisory Committee:  

The faculty advisor normally acts as chair of the student’s Graduate Supervisory Committee (GSC) and, 

if appropriate, is also the thesis or dissertation supervisor. The chair of the GSC must be a tenured or 

tenure-track faculty member in SSEBE or be a member of the graduate faculty of CESE with authority 

to chair a GSC in the program. If necessary, a co-chair from another school may be added to the 

committee. However, permission must be granted by the Graduate College to approve a non-SSEBE 

faculty member to serve as a co-chair on a student’s committee. Students must use a Committee 

Approval form (http://www.graduate.asu.edu/forms) to have a non-SSEBE faculty member approved 

to serve as a co-chair. The chair will assist the student in the selection of other members of the GSC. 

A minimum of three (3) members are required to form the committee and at least two of the committee 

members must be tenured or tenure-track faculty members in SSEBE. The committee should be 

selected and approved at the earliest possible time, and must be approved prior to taking any 

comprehensive exam or completing a culminating experience. There are minor variations in the GSC 

requirements for different specialty areas, which are outlined in specialty area guide documents found 

here.  

A Graduate Supervisory Committee Change request is submitted through the student’s plan of study 

and must be approved by the academic unit and the Graduate College. Any committee member, 

including the chair, may be changed by submitting the request with the appropriate approvals. 

Program of Study: All master’s students are required to develop and submit an Interactive Program of 

Study (iPOS) before registering for their second semester or before completion of nine approved 

graduate credit hours, whichever comes first. The iPOS should be developed with the aid of the 

student’s faculty advisor or the Specialty Area Coordinator. The iPOS is a formal plan of all courses to 

be taken by the student and is an agreement that those classes will be sufficient to earn the desired 

degree. The student’s GSC must approve the iPOS. The student must have regular admission status 

when filing the iPOS. The student’s iPOS can only be submitted online through MyASU. If corrections 

need to be made, the students’ online iPOS will be sent back to the student with comments. Students 

will receive an e-mail from the Graduate College when it is approved. Without an approved iPOS, a 

student cannot complete their comprehensive exam or earn the degree. 

Course Requirements:  The MS degree requires 30 hours of credit including coursework and a 

culminating experience. The faculty advisor or Specialty Area Coordinator must approve an initial 

selection of courses; the student’s GSC must approve the final course selection that appears on the 

iPOS. The number of hours transferred from other institutions, or from pre-admission coursework at 

ASU, may not exceed 12 semester hours. Non-degree credit taken at ASU combined with non-degree 

credit taken at another institution may not exceed twelve (12) hours on the Master’s iPOS. A maximum 

of six (6) credit hours of 400-level courses can be included on a student’s iPOS with the faculty 

specialty area coordinator’s approval. A maximum of 3 semester hours of Reading and Conference 

(CEE 590) can be included in the iPOS. Students must be enrolled for at least one graduate level credit 
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hour during the semester or summer session in which they complete their MS culminating experience 

(e.g., an Applied Project, Thesis, or Comprehensive Exam). To remain in the MS degree program, the 

candidate must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better. Procedures regarding probation and 

dismissal from the program are discussed later in the handbook. 

The courses that are relevant to the core and minor areas, and the culminating experience are 

provided in specialty specific manuals found here.  

Culminating Experience Options: The degree program requires 30 credit hours. There are two primary 

pathways to degree completion - thesis and non-thesis. The non-thesis option consists of an applied 

project or a final comprehensive exam. 

Thesis option: The faculty advisor/chair (must be a tenured or tenure-track faculty in SSEBE or a 

member of the CESE Graduate Faculty authorized to serve as chair) in consultation with the student 

will establish a GSC. The GSC shall be composed of a minimum of three (3) faculty members, including 

the chair, with at least two members being tenured or tenure-track faculty in SSEBE. The participation 

of individuals from institutions external to ASU is allowed – please contact the advising office to submit 

paperwork for this purpose.  

The iPOS must be in accordance with the Graduate College and CESE program requirements. This 

includes 24 credits of coursework and 6 credits of CEE 599 Thesis. CEE 590 Reading and Conference 

may be taken for up to 3 credits of coursework. A student can take CEE 590 with any member of their 

Graduate Supervisory Committee.  

Non-thesis option: This can be either: (1) coursework only; or (2) applied project. The student should 

consult with the specialty area coordinator for specifics regarding the nature of the comprehensive 

examination for the coursework-only option. The student is tested on concepts from selected core 

courses in the specialty area. Before taking the examination, the student must file an iPOS with the 

Graduate College. Examination results are sent to the Graduate College for recording. All 

comprehensive examination results, including failures, are reported. The Applied Project option 

requires the completion of a 3-credit culminating project (similar to a mini-thesis) under the guidance 

of a faculty advisor. 

VI PHD DEGREE PROGRAM 

Admissions: The student’s credentials for admission are evaluated by the Specialty Area Coordinators 

and other faculty in the specialty area(s) as required. The decision to recommend a student for 

admission to the Graduate College who has earned a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree from an accredited 

engineering or otherwise related program to graduate study toward a PhD degree is based upon a 

number of factors. A minimum requirement is an undergraduate GPA of 3.0 (4.0 scale) in the student’s 

last two years of course work/last 60 hours completed. The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is 

required of all PhD degree seeking applicants (except for students who graduated with a degree from 

ASU). The requirements for English language proficiency for applicants whose native language is not 

English, can be found in Section II.  

Note: Only applicants who have a faculty member committed to serving as their advisor for the PhD 

program will be admitted to the CESE PhD program.  

The required deficiency courses as well as the course requirements for PhD degrees in CESE can be 

found in the documents associated with each specialty area.  

Continuous Enrollment in the PhD Program: Once admitted to a PhD program, students must be 

registered for a minimum of one graduate level credit hour (not audit) during all phases of their 

graduate education. If the program of study is interrupted for one semester, the student must apply 

for leave status, not to exceed two semesters. A formal petition must be filled out and approved by the 

student’s committee chair (or CESE Graduate Program Chair) and the Graduate College before the 

leave takes place. This request must be filed and approved before the anticipated semester the 
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student will be absent. This petition is filed through the iPOS. A student who interrupts a program 

without obtaining leave status will be withdrawn automatically from the Graduate College. A student 

who is withdrawn from the Graduate College for this reason must reapply for admission.  

PhD Supervisory Committee: The chair of the Graduate Supervisory Committee (GSC) will be the faculty 

member directing the student’s research endeavors, must be a tenured or tenure-track member of the 

Civil, Environmental, Sustainable Engineering (CESE) faculty, a member of the CESE graduate faculty 

authorized to serve as chair in the CESE program, and must be approved by the Graduate College. In 

select circumstances, students can also choose to have two faculty members act as co-chairs of their 

committee. The Graduate College maintains a list of ASU faculty who can serve as a chair of 

dissertation committees in each school. The chair will assist the student in the selection of the 

remainder of the supervisory committee. Different specialty areas within CESE have different 

requirements for PhD supervisory committee, please follow up with the specialty area coordinator of 

your area for specifics.   

Course Requirements:   In general, a PhD student is expected to complete a minimum of 84 semester 

hours of academic credit beyond the bachelor’s degree. This normally includes 30 semester hours for 

the master’s degree, an additional 30 hours of PhD course work (500 level or higher), 12 hours CEE 

792 research, and 12 hours CEE 799 dissertation. All PhD students must include 12 (and only 12) 

credit hours of CEE 799 dissertation on their POS. A student may take no more than 6 hours of CEE790 

with each faculty member who is a member of the Graduate Supervisory Committee not to exceed a 

total of 15 hours.  

Students may request up to 12 semester hours of credit taken at another institution and not counted 

toward a previous degree, as transfer credits. The student's GSC will determine if the courses can 

count as transfer credits. Transfer credits must also meet all Graduate College requirements for 

Transfer Credits and Maximum Time Limit.   

A “Z” grade is assigned for research (CEE 792) and dissertation (CEE 799) if a faculty advisor feels the 

student has not yet fulfilled the requirements of research or dissertation for the semester they are 

enrolled in. A “Y” grade is assigned if the faculty advisor feels the student has met the research or 

dissertation requirement for the enrolled term. If a student does not complete the dissertation, the 

dissertation advisor may assign a grade of “E”. All courses beyond the master’s degree must be at the 

500 level or above.  

Omnibus courses such as Research Methods, Reading and Conference, and Seminar may count for 

academic credit when approved by the student’s GSC, subject to the 15 credit limit specified earlier. 

To remain in the PhD degree program, the candidate must maintain a cumulative 3.0 or better GPA. 

Students should note that the doctoral course work is not taken from a prescribed list of courses but 

is customized for each student. The course work should be determined in consultation with the 

student's primary advisor(s) and the graduate supervisory committee members so as to meet the 

requirements of Graduate College and the CESE degree program as well as help the student meet the 

expectations of their (individual) PhD Comprehensive Exam and research endeavors. 

Program of Study: All PhD students are required to develop and submit an Interactive Program of Study 

(iPOS) before registering for their second semester or before completion of 9 approved graduate credit 

hours, whichever comes first. The iPOS should be developed with the aid of the student’s faculty 

advisor. A formal submission of the integrated Program of Study (iPOS) will be filed through a student’s 

MyASU upon completion of the first semester. The student must have regular admission status when 

filing the iPOS. The student’s iPOS can only be submitted on-line through MyASU. If corrections need 

to be made, the students’ on-line iPOS will be sent back to the student with comments. Students will 

receive an e-mail from the Graduate College when it is approved. Without an approved iPOS, a student 

cannot complete their comprehensive exam, advance to candidacy, or graduate. 

PhD Examinations: The PhD degree requires three examinations, described below: 
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Doctoral Comprehensive Examination: The doctoral comprehensive examination is designed to assess 

students’ mastery of the field of specialization. Doctoral comprehensive examination(s) are 

administered by a committee consisting of a minimum of three members, or as decided by the 

specialty area. Doctoral comprehensive examination can be combined with the doctoral prospectus 

defense (see below), if the student’s GSC agrees, based on the performance of the student in their 

completed coursework on an approved Interactive Plan of Study. The format of the doctoral 

comprehensive exam is determined by the specialty area, please follow up with your specialty area 

coordinator for specifics. 

Failing the comprehensive examination(s) is considered final unless the supervisory committee and 

the head of the academic unit recommend, and the Dean of the Graduate College approves, a re-

examination. Only one re-examination is permitted. A petition with substantial justification for re-

examination, endorsed by the members of the students’ supervisory committee and the head of the 

academic unit, must be approved by the Dean of the Graduate College before students can take the 

examination a second time. Re-examination may be administered no sooner than three months and 

no later than one year from the date of the original examination. Students choosing to appeal the 

results of their comprehensive examinations must follow the grade appeals process outlined by their 

academic unit. Students who have received a final result of failure in the comprehensive examination 

will be recommended for dismissal by the Academic Unit.   

Doctoral Dissertation Prospectus Defense: The student will be required to present to the GSC a brief 

written description of the proposed research, anticipated approaches, expected results, and projected 

research contributions; this forms the students’ dissertation prospectus/proposal. The candidate will 

also be required to give an oral presentation of their dissertation prospectus/proposal and to defend 

the proposed research to the GSC. The student will receive a PASS or FAIL result on the dissertation 

prospectus defense. 

After passing the comprehensive examination and dissertation prospectus defense, a student may 

apply to the Graduate College for admission to candidacy for the PhD degree. Should the student fail 

the examination or dissertation prospectus defense, the GSC will decide if and when a retake of the 

examination or dissertation prospectus defense is allowed, and approval must also be received for the 

retake of the examination through a petition to the Graduate College. If a petition is approved, students 

must submit the new dissertation prospectus within six months (the six month clock begins from the 

date that the first dissertation prospectus defense was held). If the academic unit does not grant the 

student permission to retake the dissertation prospectus defense, or if the student fails to pass the 

retake of the dissertation prospectus defense, the Graduate College may withdraw the student from 

the degree program. 

Students are required to register for at least one semester hour of credit that appears on the 

Interactive Plan of Study or one hour of appropriate graduate-level credit during the fall, spring or 

summer session in which they conduct their dissertation prospectus defense.  PhD students who have 

been advanced to candidacy are required to maintain continuous enrollment until all degree 

requirements have been completed and they have graduated. 

Dissertation Defense: The written doctoral dissertation is based on an original and substantial 

scholarly work that constitutes a significant contribution to knowledge in the students’ discipline. The 

dissertation research must be conducted during the time of the students’ doctoral studies at ASU, 

under the guidance of ASU Graduate Faculty and in accordance with the Graduate College policies and 

procedures. The composition of the dissertation is defined by the degree program with the approval of 

the Dean of the Graduate College.  Upon completion of the dissertation, the student must pass an oral 

examination in defense of the dissertation. This defense is open to the public. The dissertation defense 

cannot take place in the same semester that the student has advanced to candidacy. The student 

must schedule their defense through their iPOS at least 10 working days prior to the defense taking 



place. The student must also post and submit a Defense Announcement at least 2 weeks before the 

defense. 

Failure of a thesis or a dissertation defense is considered final and student will be recommended for 

dismissal through the Graduate College. 

Application for Graduation: Students should apply for graduation no later than the date specified in 

the most current version of the Graduation Policies, Forms and Deadlines document. Students may 

also apply for graduation on-line through MyASU.   

 

VII TIME LIMIT FOR PROGRAMS 

A. MS Degrees: All work toward a master's degree must be completed within six consecutive years. 

The six years begins with the semester and year of admission to the program. Graduate courses taken 

prior to admission that are included on the Intended Plan of Study must have been completed within 

three years of the semester and year of admission to the program, in accordance with Graduate 

College policies. 

B. PhD Degrees: All work toward a PhD degree must be completed within ten consecutive years. The 

ten years begins with the semester and year of admission to the program. Graduate courses taken 

prior to admission that are included on the Intended Plan of Study must have been completed within 

three years of the semester and year of admission to the program, in accordance with Graduate 

College policies. 

 

VIII POLICY FOR PROBATION AND DISMISSAL OF GRADUATE STUDENTS  

A student who has been admitted to a graduate degree program in the Fulton Schools of Engineering, 

with either regular or provisional admission status, must maintain a 3.0 or higher GPA in all work taken 

for graduate credit as well as an overall 3.0 GPA in all course work at ASU. 

A student can be placed on academic probation if one or more of the following apply. 

1. The student’s GPA falls below 3.0 at any time considering whatever portion of the student’s 

approved POS has been completed (including deficiency courses, if any). 

2. The student’s GPA for all post-baccalaureate courses at ASU falls below 3.0 in any one semester. 

3. The student receives a D or E in a required deficiency course, or in a course at the 400 level or 

above. 

A student may be recommended for dismissal from a graduate program if one or more of the following 

apply. 

1. The student is on academic probation for either reasons 1 or 2 above and fails to bring the GPA 

(defined at the beginning of this section) to 3.0 or better by the time the next nine semester hours 

are completed in the student’s degree program. These nine hours of coursework must contribute 

to the student’s GPA. 

2. The student received a D or lower grade while on academic probation. 

3. The student fails to obtain at least a 3.0 GPA in all courses cited as deficiencies upon admission to 

a graduate program. 

4. The student fails to meet any other conditions imposed as a part of the probation. 

https://graduate.asu.edu/current-students/policies-forms-and-deadlines/graduation-deadlines
http://asu.edu/myasu
https://graduate.asu.edu/current-students/policies-forms-and-deadlines/policy-manuals
https://graduate.asu.edu/current-students/policies-forms-and-deadlines/policy-manuals
https://graduate.asu.edu/current-students/policies-forms-and-deadlines/policy-manuals
https://graduate.asu.edu/current-students/policies-forms-and-deadlines/policy-manuals


5. The student fails to retake all required deficiency courses, or courses at the 400 level or above in 

which a D or E has been received the next time these courses are offered or fails to receive at least 

B- or higher grade in them after retaking the course. 

Students will be notified by mail when first placed on probation. A student may appeal any action 

concerning academic probation and dismissal by petitioning the SSEBE Graduate Advisor. A student 

who is placed on probation cannot hold the position of a GTA for the semester that he/she is on 

probation. 

 

IX FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

A. Teaching and Research Assistantships: A full-time graduate student who has been admitted with 

regular admission status to a graduate degree program may apply in writing to any SSEBE faculty 

member for a teaching or research assistantship. These are awarded on a competitive basis after 

gaining admission to the MS or PhD degree programs. All Teaching Assistants whose native language 

is not English must take and pass the SPEAK test (passing is defined as a score of 55 or better) prior 

to classroom instruction. Students should also consult the TA/RA Handbook for more information. 

Since there are generally more applicants than positions available, the competition is substantial. Fully 

qualified applicants are judged primarily upon GPA, recommendations by the faculty, and English test 

scores (SPEAK). 

Graduate assistants in the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering are required to register for 12 credit 

hours each semester throughout the entire assistantship appointment. Students who fail to register 

for 12 hours will have their assistantships terminated. A research assistantship is normally obtained 

directly by the student from a faculty member who is conducting sponsored research. Audit hours do 

not count towards the 12 required hours. RAs and TAs who are at 50% FTE appointment must petition 

to register for more than 12 hours. 

B. Fellowships and Scholarships: Students can also be nominated for various fellowships and 

scholarships. Generally, the specialty area coordinators nominate select outstanding students to 

receive these merit-based awards. 

 

X OPTIONAL PRACTICAL TRAINING/CURRICULAR PRACTICAL TRAINING 

International students with F-1 visa status can pursue optional practical or curricular practical training that 
is directly related to his/her major area of studies and commensurate with his/her educational level. 
Comprehensive information about this can be obtained from the International Students and Scholars 
Center.  Specific school information regarding internships and CPT can be found here: 
https://ssebe.engineering.asu.edu/internships/ 
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